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If you actually stop and think
about it, why do we pray? Of course you
would probably answer something like,
“God commands it - ” This is true, but

think about this: if God knows and
controls everything, why do we ask God
to answer prayers? He has already
ordained every single instant of time in
the whole universe, and God’s sovereign
will is unchangeable (Ps. 33:11; Eph.
1:11; Lu. 4:27-28). God knows exactly
what will happen not only tomorrow but
also a hundred years from now (Ps. 90:4;
2 Pet. 3:8). What is the point of
requesting God to do a certain action if

he already knows what will happen!? Even

Jesus himself says, “For your Father
knows what you need before you ask
him” (Matt. 6:8b). Can | change God’s
mind?

Before | answer this question, let’s
first do a quick overview of prayer from
the Bible. Jesus tells his followers
throughout the gospels to pray. Jesus
models prayer for us (Matt. 14:23) and
shows us how to pray in what is known as
The Lord’s Prayer (Matt. 6:9-15). The
early church devoted itself to prayer
(Acts 2:42). Throughout Paul’s epistles,
he calls on the church to pray. The Bible
makes clear that God answers prayer
(Matt. 21:22; Lu. 11:9-13; John 16:23-
24; 1 John 5:14-15) (but he answers it
his way, not necessarily our way).

Talking to God is a great privilege,
and we are eternally grateful that through
esus’ blood, he opened the way to the

If God Knows Everything, Why Should I Pray:
Pastor Scott Ryan
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Father. Because of Jesus, those of us who
have placed our faith in him for salvation
can stand in the throne room of our
Father. When we pray, we are speaking
directly to God, and it is like we are right
before his throne. The author of Hebrews
shows that because our hearts have been
washed clean by the blood of Jesus, we
have full assurance to stand in the
presence of our awesome and holy Lord.
Praying to God is a great privilege
wrought by the blood of the Lamb.

What does prayer look like in
reality? Many Christians use the ACTS
prayer method when praying. The ACTS
method is an acronym. The letter “A” is
for Adoration, “C” is for Confession, “T”
is for Thanksgiving, and “S” is for
Supplication. If we use this ACTS prayer,
we praise God, repent of sins, offer
thanksgiving, and make requests of God.
But turning to our question at hand, why
do we petition God if he already knows
what he will do?

First, this question can be partly
answered by looking at a similar question.
If God knows everyone who will be saved
throughout time, and he knows the
future, then why should we share the

good news with others? The future is set

in stone, and certain people will come to
a saving faith through Christ. These
people will be saved, so why do we need

to go out and share the gospel? God

knows everything that happens in this
universe all at once — he sees the past,
present, and future in one moment. He



has complete control over his universe,
yet we are called by God to go into the

* world, preaching the gospel and urging
people to turn to Christ (Matt. 28.18-
20).

The answer to these two questions
is basically the same. We must hold in
tension the fact that God is absolutely
sovereign over the universe yet we as
humans still have responsibility to follow
God. To put it another way, we can say
God has ordained everything thing in this
universe according to his will, and he has
even ordained our sharing the gospel or
praying to accomplish his ends. There is a
degree of mystery at this point, but it is
helpful to say that God not only ordains
the “ends” of what he accomplishes in
this universe (and that’s everything) but
he also ordains the “means” of
accomplishing those ends. Regarding the
example of sharing the gospel, we can say
that God knows those who will be saved
(therefore it is unchangeable), yet the way
he accomplishes the “end” of salvation for
individuals is by the “means” of Christians
sharing the gospel with the lost. He
desires the church to carry out the
message of his gospel — what a privilege it
is for us to take the gospel to the world!

The evangelism example is similar
to our topic of prayer. God knew a
thousand years ago that | would be
praying for a certain item today in 2012,
and he knew a thousand years ago how he
would answer that prayer. Yet just like the
evangelism example above, God
accomplishes his ends through the means
of our prayer. He has ordained not only
the fulfillment of my prayer but he has

also ordained my very act of praying to

f

accomplish his ends! Again, there’s
mystery here, but God works through our
prayers. If we don’t pray, God doesn’t
have to do anything for our non-requests.
Just like in evangelism, if we do not share
the gospel with the world, people do not
get saved. The Bible is clear that salvation
comes only through the hearing of the
gospel and believing in it (Rom. 10:13-
15). If we do pray, the Bible tells us that
God will answer. God may not answer the
way we would like him to answer, but he
will answer. The fact that he answers
should give us great joy in prayer! God
allows us the privilege to petition him to
do certain things, and we know that he
will answer. He may say “yes” to our
request; he may so “no;” he may delay;
and he may give an answer that is
completely unexpected, but he will
answer. This is why we should ask all
things according to his will.

The fact that God listens to and
answers our prayers should give us great
joy and a deep thankfulness that God is
working. Even if we do not see an answer
to the prayer that we hoped for, we must
remember that God is working all things
together for good to those who love him
(Rom. 8:28). Therefore, the fact that he
works through our prayers should give us
great confidence to pray constantly,
fervently, and expectantly.
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INCORRUPTIBLE INSIDE OF A CORRUPTED GENERATION

Rosangela Horvath

Unfortunately, to live a sanctified life today is not an
easy decision, especially if you are living in
countries where promiscuity is called a mistake,
and immoral actions are called faults. Also, the
newer generation living in metropolitan areas is
confused with many principles that do not match
the word of God; as a result of this situation, we can
see parents who have to work, leaving their kids in
school or at home. By the time those parents come
home tired, and everybody is expecting dinner, the
family doesn’t have an opportunity to spend time
together, to share love and quality time.
Unfortunately, these circumstances result in broken
families and a generation which is compromised by
many factors like this one. For example, according
to Center of Disease Control (CDC), the U.S. has
twice as many pregnant teenagers as the U.K. and
Canada; in addition, the State of Florida is number
six on pregnant teenagers in the nation.

Genesis 6: 1-13

‘Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the
face of the earth, and daughters were born to them that the
sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they were
beautiful; and they took wives for themselves of all whom
they chose. And the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not strive
with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be

one hundred and twenty years.” There were giants on the
earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of
God came in to the daughters of men and they bore children
to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men
of renown.

Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great
in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continually. And the LORD was sorry that He
had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His
heart. So the LORD said, “I will destroy man whom | have
created from the face of the earth, both man and beast,
creeping thing and birds of the air, for | am sorry that | have
made them.” But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.
This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect
in his generations. Noah walked with God. And Noah begot
three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was
filled with violence. So God looked upon the earth, and
indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on
the earth. And God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has
come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through
them; and behold, | will destroy them with the earth.”

Days ago, [ was reading at the Center of Disease
Control website (cdc.gov), and [ was surprised by
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the fact that one in four teenage girls have their
first sexual encounter between the ages of 13 and
14. Also, one in four sexually active teenagers
between the ages of 14 and 19 have Sexual
Transmission Diseases (STD).The question is: how
can we help our teens to move far from these

ways?

Psalm 119: 9-11

"How can a young man cleanse his way ?

By taking heed according to Your word.

With my whole heart | have sought You;

Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments!
Your word | have hidden in my heart,

That | might not sin against You."

Unfortunately, we all have an inclination to do
corrupt things This is the old man inside that
takes people to act according to greed and
selfishness and leads down a mistaken road.

Ephesians 4:22-24

" that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old
man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23
and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you
put on the new man which was created according to God,
in true righteousness and holiness."

Everything is pure for those who are pure in
heart, those who have Jesus in their heart, and
those who have been forgiven. However, for those
without Jesus in their heart and those who are
corrupted, nothing is pure, their mind and spirit
are contaminated by Satan.

Titus 1:15

"To the pure all things are pure, but to those who are
defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; but even their mind
and conscience are defiled."

Also, as a sinner, people have inclination to get
involved or attracted by friends who have some
kind of influence, not necessarily because they are
good friends, good classmates, or help anyone to
grow, but because of their corrupted mind and
bad habits.

| Corinthians 15: 33-34

"Do not be deceived: “Evil companies corrupt good habits.
Awake to righteousness, and do not sin; for some do not
have the knowledge of God. | speak this to your shame".

A5 2 ¢ The Light of Coral Springs

How can a person have an incorruptible life in this

corrupted world? The answer is: by the Grace of

God, like Noah did it. All provisions for Noah's ark
were provided by God.

Genesis 6:8
"But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD".

Genesis 6:14
"Make yourself an ark of gopher wood; make rooms in the
ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch."

What does this pitch represent in a Christian's
life? The pitch was used to seal Noah's ark. There
are two elements, consequently and
simultaneously, operating in our lives for the
man's interior and exterior purification. The love
of Christ, who died for our sins at the cross,
purifies our lives, and the pitch is His blood to seal
us with His Holy Spirit.

Hebrews 9:14
"how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse

your conscience from dead works to serve the living God 7"

You will enter on the Ark to preserve yourself
alive.

Genesis 6:18

“But I will establish My covenant with you,; and you shall go
into the ark—you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’
wives with you."

Genesis 7:16

"So those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went
in as God had commanded him; and the LORD shut him
in."

Enter into the body of Christ, baptized by His
death and His resurrection. By His death He
makes our corrupted life to be dead in Christ, and
by His resurrection allow us to live a new life
which is incorruptible.

Romans 6:3-6;

"Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death. Therefore
we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For
if we have been united together in the likeness of His
death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His
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resurrection, knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we
should no longer be slaves of sin."

We need to be covered by the incorruptibility of the resurrection of Christ to live a pure life that is pleasant
in the eyes of our Savior! But, for that it is necessary to enter the Ark, like Noah did with his family. They
had the grace of salvation, and the eternal pact was concluded in Christ. Noah and his family could enter
the ark because they obeyed and trusted in God. This is exactly the kind of faith we need to have for our
lives.

I Corinthians 15:50-54

"Now this | say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption.
Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at
the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible has put on incorruption,
and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in
victory.”

[t is true that the Grace of God by Jesus Christ is the only door to enter into heaven. But when the Lord
closes that door, where will you be? He is the only one who has the Key of David which opens a door that

nobody can close. However, when He closes the door, nobody can open it. His door is open, waiting for
your decision to invite Jesus to live in your heart and live an incorruptible life.

Revelations 3:7
“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key
of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”.

REHESEEE- “EiE, 5% , REIKS T —L
Bk, B—UEEZE=EREAERE :
To synchronize the church theme of 2012 - “Watch, Pray”,

the chief editor interviewed few brothers and sisters,
each one of them was asked for three exact same questions:

[ — kB AERHHRER, APEERA R LA RS S, SREE NS —ERRZR

WEREFAHER—EkE, RERRFZE, REBTTUMBLA T —RETTHHA?
1. If one brother or sister is asking you, there is a prayer meeting every Wednesday’s night at
8:00PM at church, especially, the first Wednesday of each month is the church-wide prayer

meeting, | have never been there, can you share your experiences and opinions?

Pastor Scott Ryan - Let me first just say — prayer is sort of the power of the church, the energy of the church. When
we get on our knees before God, he wants his church to pray, and he does answer prayer. The Bible says that God
will listen and answer prayer. Now, he doesn’t always say yes to our prayers, sometimes he says no, sometimes he
delays or gives us a different answer, but he does listen to people and work through our prayer, which is a great gift.

KWe as a church, when we come together on Wednesday night, | believe there is a special power in a group coming J
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together. The spirit is uniting us, as a group. Matthew 18:19-20 says, “/9 Again | say to you, if two of you
agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or
three are gathered in my name, there am | among them." We are praying together, worshiping him. God
works and will answer and work in our church. If we didn’t do this, | believe our church would be less godly,
and God wouldn’t necessarily bless us. He does work through prayer. We don’t have to tell God the future;
he already knows. But he wants his children to come to him and increase our faith.

So coming together on Wednesday nights as one bodly is a terrific privilege, it's a God given privi-
lege, and basically, what we do is follow an ACTS type of prayer. It's an acronym for Adoration, Confession,
Thanksgiving, and Supplication. Those four items are a great way to pray and we go through those four items
as a group and it really focuses on God and helps confess sin. Sometimes we pray for each other and for the
church. And we sing together, to praise and glorify God through songs. It's a very special and warm time for
the church. It builds unity. On Wednesday night, for those who come, | feel unified to my brother and sister.
We're more together as a church.

| encourage you to come out to our Wednesday night prayer meetings.
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Cathy Yeung - Yes, | try to come to every prayer meeting. | think it's because of a decision and a commitment
| made to encourage and pray with the brothers and sisters who faithfully meet to pray, whether in rain or in
good weather, whether there are 2 people attending or more. When we fully realize how real and fierce the
spiritual battle is and the comfort that God promises to answer our prayers when we pray according to His will
we really left with two choices: to take a stand to fight against the enemy on my knees or to miss out on the
many blessings of God.

Deacon Tony Chu - Okay. Actually, a few people have asked me, so | simply tell them from my own experi-
ence. | attended one of meetings which was not the first Wednesday of the month. There were only a hand full
of people showed up. Except me, they were all Mandarin speaking brothers and sisters. When they pray in
Mandarin, | didn’t fully understand what they were saying, so | decided to only attend prayer meetings at the
beginning of the months. | explained to them based on my experience. | suggested to them to go to the prayer
meeting on the first Wednesday of each month, because our pastor is there. He follows the structure of praise,
confession, thanksgiving and supplication. At the beginning of each part, we sing a song and the pastor will
ask us to focus in those areas. The pastor encourages us to pray out loud, individually. And then, we have
prayers in small groups.

For the English speaking brothers and sisters, | would say that the pastor leads the meetings in two
languages, English and Mandarin. So you won’t have a problem to understand it.
During the small group prayer meetings at the end, we have enough English-
speaking brothers and sisters to form a English speaking group to pray together.

So | would encourage them to come.
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Deacon Bill Wong - Our monthly prayer meetings are a time for the congregation to come together and pray
to God. We, the children of God can have an intimate time with our Lord to show him we are at his mercy and
our strength comes from him. And since we are in this spiritual warfare, we need this strength until the day we
see him. On our own, we will fail in this spiritual warfare and only through prayer will we succeed.
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2. If one brother or sister is asking you, | have my routine prayer daily, also pray for brothers

and sisters and church ministry, If | come to the prayer meeting, my prayer would not be too
different than my routine individual prayers, the prayer meeting time is also not convenient for

me, can you share your experiences and opinions ?

Pastor Scott Ryan - “Right, right. First of all, yes, we should pray by ourselves. God said, ‘Pray without ceas-
ing.” So we're always ready to pray. If we're in our car driving, we can pray. Maybe at break time during work, or
sitting at your desk, you can offer up a prayer to God. We should always be praying on our own. But secondly, in
Acts chapter two, it said the church came together and devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the
breaking of bread - and to prayer. All through the book of Acts, we see them praying all the time as a church.
They're praying for God to move, for people to come to Christ. As mentioned above, | believe there’s a special
power when people come together and pray, | really believe God works when we pray for the church, the out-
side community, and the Chinese workers in the restaurants. God will start working and | believe he will answer
the prayers. He wants his kingdom to grow and he wants people to come to Christ. And prayer is a means to

start seeing this happen. So you have to say, ‘What are my priorities in life?” Well, obviously, your job is a priori-

ty, but God has to be your number one priority. And if you can give up time to meet together with your brothers
and sisters. God blesses that, and one of the most important things you could do is to take time to pray.

God works in prayer and when we show up to pray as one body, it shows God that we're serious about
our faith in him and want him to move. I'm sure there will be more blessings by committing to prayer with your
brothers and sisters as a group. You'll really see more of God’s blessings. | encourage you to pray together as a
group with your fellow church members.
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Cathy Yeung - (pauses)...well...the ability to be witness how real and how powerful God is, that He is able to
hear his children when we pray and we can see the evidence of his mercy, goodness and power when our pray-
er is answered. We would also miss out on the blessing of deepening our relationship with Him as well...the
deepening of our walk and reliance on him as we see how he provides answers to our prayers; not always in the
ways we expect, but always an answer.

As we pour out our praises, repentance, and needs in prayer we are changed in our perspectives as we
hear our prayers and others praying out loud around us. Sometimes when | pray God changes my heart and
softens my attitude and perspective. And sometimes...I know it sounds like of charismatic...(laughs) but during
the times that | walk closely with the Lord, | can feel his pleasure upon me when | pray. And there is great joy...
but we are all sinners, me especially (laughs) and our walk and talks with him are sometimes interrupted and
distracted by all the things we “consider” more of a priority.

Editor - So, what are some of the distractions and barriers to keep you, or maybe others from coming consist-
ently to our prayer meetings ?

Cathy Yeung - Sometimes there are legitimate difficulties, such as transportation for the youth, school, family
and work schedules, but | think the heart of the matter is a “heart” issue. It comes down to whether we truly be-
lieve that God hears and answers our prayers, and whether there is an urgency to stand with others on the front
lines and hold each other up as we pray. It is a decision and spiritual discipline that requires our obedience and
submission and perseverance. If we believe that we are in the midst of a spiritual battle, and the power of prayer
as our weapon against the enemy, there should be no greater priority than to pray.
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Paul reminds the Ephesians after exhorting them to put on the armor of God to fight the battle not of “flesh
and blood, but against the rulers, against the principalities, against the powers of this dark world, and against the
spiritual forces in the heavenly realms” that there is one more tactical weapon for them to use: prayer.

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind,
be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people “ - Ephesians 6:18

Deacon Tony Chu - Private prayers are important, but praying together is also important. It's a very powerful min-
istry and | believe that God will honor that. If people come to pray, it's a very powerful method in dealing with spir-
itual warfare and it is also a very good witness.
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Deacon Bill Wong - It is good to pray on your own on a regular basis, but in group meetings, we the children of
God get together and pray and teach the Bible. Also, | think, for example, | can learn from others how to pray in a
better way and to improve my prayer and | give all my word and heart to God in a much better way.
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3. | generally agree what you have said, however, | feel that it's somehow more
theoretical than realistic, have you personally experienced or seen that God really

answered the prayers presented by brothers and sisw

Pastor Scott Ryan - Real examples. You can see in the Scriptures in the New Testament that there are answers to
prayers. The apostles and the church, the way they pray for things, God answers them and blesses them. For example,
Peter when he was in prison and the church was praying, he was released miraculously. Furthermore, the apostles
were working miracles and healings.

There are times when | have prayed and people have gotten better from their illness. Now, we as humans, can

we say that's because of prayer? Well, we know that God answers prayer and we know that God blesses us. Many of

the times, yes, God healed a person because of prayer. God doesn’t have to heal and doesn’t have to answer the way
be like. But God always answers.

Romans 8:28 says, “All things work together for good to those who love God and to those who are called
according to His purpose.” And so, even when we pray and don't get the right answer, we know that God is working
all these things for good. | know you're probably wondering, ‘Give me some specific examples.” Let me mention a cou-
ple of things. | remember reading a biography of a guy named George Mueller, who lived in England. He ran an orphan-
age for kids. He lived by peoples’ donations. He didn’t take any salary. He was a man of prayer; he prayed for years for
God to bring money. Sometimes, the orphanage’s budget would be almost nothing. But maybe that morning, someone
would come by with a check or drop money or food off. God constantly answered his prayer and was blessing him.

My wife, the other night, was up all night, as she felt God lay on her heart the need to pray for and reach out to
someone she knows. The situation worked out really well. God will lead us in our prayer.
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Praying together will really create unity. There are examples of God working and blessing. Sometimes, you pray
and don’t seem to see God answering; it's because he has something better in mind. He has something that he wants to
do.

Lastly, let me say this. I'm writing an article and one of the things | said in the article was that we can never
change God’s mind; he knows what He’s going to do. One of the way God acts is He gives us the gift of prayer. It's not
that we're changing His mind. He already knows what He’s going to do. We're praying that He will work on our behalf
and that He will actually move and do things from our prayers. And he does — God ordains not only the ends but the
means, and one of the means God uses to accomplish his will is our prayer for God to move, and he moves because of
our prayers. So we can be confident that He will answer our prayers.

So just always pray, passionately and expectantly. He will act on your prayers.
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Cathy Yeung - Hmm...there are so many but one that has impacted me the most has been God's provision for the
building of our 2-story training building. While we were in doubt whether we could afford to raise funds for our 2-story
building God answered clearly by moving Pastor Linus to test His will in a pledge drive. All pledges were put into a
sealed box for an agreed period and would be counted at the end of the drive. If we could raise $500, 000 in pledges
by the end of the period, we would proceed with the construction plans for the new building. If the funds came to less
than the $500, 000 we would stop the planning and wait. During those months, we prayed and waited. When the
sealed pledge box was opened at the end of the period, we had received some ridiculously close number, like $503,
000 or something, as if God was saying, | can provide for your needs...and then some! It was pretty amazing! Even
today, when | think of this story, | am reminded by God’s power and faithfulness.

Deacon Tony Chu - | pray simply because God commanded me to pray. | am more a believer of, prayer simply is a
way to teach me to be more obedient to God’s will and to be conformed to His desire. After | have prayed about some-
thing and have already put the matter into God’s hand, whatever the outcome is; it's according to God’s will. So be it.

For example, I've been praying for my sickness for a long time, but has God healed me? No. But if God
doesn’t want to heal me, so be it. | used to believe that, the more | prayed, God would listen and answer..But when |
thought about it from God’s perspective, | slowly realized that God doesn'’t really change His mind. He is a sovereign.
He already knew the end result of everything. God wants us to pray so that our will may conform to His will.

| guess | didn’t answer your question. [Laughs]
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Deacon Bill Wong - Before when | prayed, | expected God to listen to me and give me what | wished and prayed for.
But now, as | am a more mature Christian, | understand prayer is not something in which you ask God to do what you
want. Prayer is a relationship in which you pour out your feelings to God. How He will fulfill our wishes is up to Him. We
should ask for what we want according to the Bible, not what we favor for ourselves. And in my case, | can share many
examples. | have gone through many difficulties and | prayed to God and prayed to get me out. At the end, it comes
out better than | knew or expected. In difficult times, he led me through. He has lifted me up spiritually much higher
than before.




Page 32

A5 2 ¢ The Light of Coral Springs

00 0000000006000 0000 000600000000
000 0000000000000 00000000 000
Q000G 0000OROONOONANOODOOOONROOOEOVNODOY

MM R EARGHEE X T EAH2

BB RLR, LY RE | AHE
B—REE, BEEBIHN—F, RMYEE
BRMGFERGEHRT I 50980 o igqmi
AR F BB KA,

ERREREAMNBER...

RS AR, HERBIAIE o KT
—BEFS, WG, R eYEE
THEN, HOUEkAAR, ZAAEE, B&
RIF B o HE LT RMERAR S T RY
B3y, ERDERLEER I o RBRK
Mizfzeeidst, REFT RN RFIMARESF
MR EEARERE c AHEARHEFTY
BARE P, AR T IR e K Sk R R
Al o AR—MEaE Y ~ aFEe A5, Bia
g, FTRAERSHCENRE cFHAEE
B EIRAEE o

AZALEENFIAMGHEK. ..

Mk, BHATHERER, &
HEVAF T RO BN HER, Hah BN TR ERT L
FA B AR, Fe AR F BURAGER E T A
HIEAMEELTENRKE, TTHHEERL
WEIF A, T XARBE LB RGN R AR?
PIT VA AP SR — 1B 4 3] 3R AEFF 52N L, B & AR
FRFEEEE, AHEMBE - EF -2
HOBRST o RAZBBEEAMMGIRS,
il =2

#HT, AHEA=BER- R -
TR A A g W2 A - B BB A AR/
ERA, WIXFHUREELH VT
ROHHRLBENFEHF, ARELAT

HFNELT | Rk, REMALR SR
IR FAE NN E, Bde g HR R 2
A S M LB BT REZRK
BRE, FF, HRITRATEHELEARE
ZH, AT R oA, WAK S ZHA
W, ERMIERHE KIFHRB LN, FF
ik |

Rk, REANEEEL )

“e R KW RAEL..” LHe 2012
FREGWHEA - 5 FuRECHNRRYE
&, hkSAMAR, EA-tAA~=
+LBRIT, HBHLEHG - RALAR
TR S OTIRR G ey A e, REEBAK
ES%mo B BERBMAE R THENELE T F4/L
HEFAEALAR o BEAEF T 6L B TR
B ITHIRACTAF AT EFREFZ A ©
1990 5, A B ¥ B E @B S 10 R id 158y
M, WBERELESHORYE, BEAL
BERA S o AT = — AP B IRy AL R L 5
f5 o

BEOKARLA A LRI, %
ERRE, BOAGKAmEaRE, —2=X, 3
EMRFTF AL, IR ARITAR HE
PRAT o BT AEBER, — k¥, A
WERNEZER (PA] ), BENERL,
B E 0 ES, ARG R? AT
HEE M, SGEFFN, HE R A TREM
FEFEEABENAE o EEMER, SA
ZH, @EIMHRENZERT = THFY
THT, MEBRIAMEHL

TP TTTT T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T

000000000 000000000000000 0000
00 0000000006000000000000000000



Page 33

A5 2 ¢ The Light of Coral Springs

8 9 000 00000 0C0O0O0CO0CDOCOCEFODDTDINDTOINOIDODDOTDO® @& 00

P 0000000000 O0CCIOVIIDITY

0000000 OOO

00 00 G000 O00OCRROONOIONOINOIDODOLONONONLDODOOEDSLNOGY

Council Communiqué#2

With the holidays come and gone, the
Council seeks to regroup and look forward to a
full year of grace through service to Him who is
our Head. Here are a few gems to share, so
that you may remember them in your prayers.

Raising the Bar...

To many, the church is a refuge, and
rightly so, where one comes regularly to be
recharged, either by the Word preached or the
brotherly encouragement received, or both. To
some also, the church is where one practices
stewardship and serve our Lord with his/her
many gifts, in however mundane or exciting
ways. In our Baptist traditions, major decisions
are made in business meetings twice a year.
While reviewing the church by-laws, the Council
discussed the various improvements to the
current voting membership criteria. A decision
making body that reflects commitment and
accountability ensures that important church
decisions are made responsibly, biblically and
prayerfully. Please pray for this important
upcoming change.

Sizing up our growth...

What should we do when the
fellowships have outgrown their fellowship
space? Where can we find an office to
accommodate the prospective assistant
Chinese pastor? How can some underutilized
storage rooms be redesigned to support our
bludgeoning children ministry? How also can
the audio room be more connected or open to
the sanctuary stage without compromising the
security of its equipments? Our classroom

Redesign Task Force is busy drafting
proposals, weighing various options and bids.
Renovations usually involve hard choices,
painstaking considerations and therefore much
needed prayers.

Incidentally, the three departments of
Domestic Affairs, Interior Management, and
Facility & Security are consolidated into one,
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now officially known as the General/Property
Management Department, under the leadership
of Wayne Kuo and Ricky Lai. We thank the
Lord for the two brothers, who are willing to
brave the challenge of one of the most
demanding, yet often thankless, ministries.

Albeit a few diligent brothers are called
to oversee the physical church property, we too
are to take ownership of our spiritual home.
Gestures like turning off the lights and closing
windows when the room is not in use, picking
up trash or returning small equipments/ tools to
where we find them, etc. help make CBCSS
less of a place to hang out only, and more of a
place that is well loved. So please respond
generously when duties call, particularly to the
spring cleaning to be scheduled (April or early
May) before the hurricane season!

If Our People Pray...

This is the theme of our 2012 Revival
Meeting, which replaces the Tri-Church retreat
this year. The plan is to keep all meetings
within CBCCS property so that no family will be
discouraged by the financial commitment to
attend. The Speaker for the Chinese section is
Rev. Tsu-Kung Chuang, senior pastor of Emeth
Chapel, Burlington, Mass. Rev. Kung is from
Taipei, Taiwan, trained in Northwestern
University (Ph.d. Chemical Engineering) and
Trinity Theological Seminary (Ph.d. in
Intercultural Studies). The weekend starts with
dinner at 6:00pm, Friday, May 25, followed by
an evangelistic program/message. English
section will be held in a nearby community
clubhouse. The rest of the weekend will liken to
a church retreat, ending on Sunday afternoon
at 5:00pm . Yes, the revival meeting promises
the same feast of the mind and spirit, same
Christian camaraderie, better food, and at no
cost to you. Now, what can be more enticing

than that!? To top it all, we will celebrate the

CBCCS’ 20™ anniversary the following Sunday,
June 3. May He establish the works of His
Hands!
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Prayers of our Children

During one of our Jr. Church Worship times, we asked each of the students to
write down their prayers before praying them out loud. I'd like to share some

in your prayer walk.... ! ',-‘ il

|
Dear God,

L Thank you for letting me come to

- your house to worship you. Thank you for
giving us this day of worship. Thank you
- for taking my sins upon you. Thank you for

loving me.
Inyour name I pray, Amen.
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To our Mighty God,

You are the holy one who died on
the cross for our sins. Thank you for hav-
ing me at your house today, and for this

i beautiful day. Please help all the people
who are very sick. Please heal them. You
are almighty who can stop sin from hurting

your people. For yours is everything.
In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
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| Dear Heavenly Father,

f We thank you so much for the air

4 we breathe, the sunlight, friends...

| everything. Let us be thankful and not
take everything for granted. Please for-

| give us for the things we have done that is
wrong, and don't let us be tempted. Please
help us to follow your Word and the path
you have chosen for me.

Please let us know how fo forgive
and help us not to be shy to spread your
word. And please let the people who don't
know you, know how great your love is.

In your precious Jesus' name we
pray, Amen.

5 with you. | hope theycan provide some encouragement and inspiration for you |

Dear Heavenly Father, ¢4 1
May we bring glory to Your name. ﬁh il !
We thank you, because you are the King of ’ {
Kings, Almighty One, yet you died on the
cross for us. A king dying for his servants
shows that He loves us so much, He puts
his own life down and punishes himself. You
are amazing and may you use us in the ex-
pansion of Your kingdom.
In Jesus' name I pray, Amen.

K KOK K K K

Dear God,

Please help me forgive my parents.
Please help me not to hit my little brother.
Please help me take care of my grandpar-
ents.

In Jesus name I pray, Amen.

KK KOk K

Dear Heavenly Father,

Thank you for this day. Thank you
that America is a free country so we can
worship you, Lord.

I can't thank you as much as I can.
You died on the cross for me. If there was
a way I could bring you back, T would.
Please forgive me my debts. I worship you.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Dear Heavenly Father,
I have not spoken to you in such a

long time. I have forgotten about you. I

want nothing but the ability to love you. I

need to know you.

* I pray that my dad will be saved. I

l, pray that Pastor Linus will feel better if it

|

!

is your will. Amen.
HOK K OK KK

- Dear God,

i Please do not lead us info tempta-
'l tion. Amen.
|

1 O K K K K
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‘ ' Dear God,
8 Please let us listen to you and for-
~ giveus and help us to serve you in church,
and make sure you protect me.
[ In Jesus name, Amen.

KRk KOk K

~ Dear God,

Help me remember that you are the
One True God. Thank you for giving me
- life. And please forgive the sins I've done
this past week. And help me not to fight
with my sisters oo much.

You are the Holiest of Holies, God.

Ok K Ok K

Dear Heavenly Father,
' I want to thank you for the food,
air, water, clothes, family, friends etc.
that you give us.

Please let me not be given into
temptation, Lord. And T'll try to repent,
and follow you even though it's very hard.
But I know that it's not as hard as what
Jesus has done (sacrificing himself). And I
also need you to help me repent.

In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
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Dear God, [
Thank you for this day that we get }
to go to your house so we can praise you in "1 ]
this church. Thank you God. I love you God =
for things you give us, specially your beau-
tiful creations. It is so nice of you. You are
the best God in the world! :
Love,

K KOk K K K

Dear Heavenly Father, AR
You are almighty and good. No one 1"’ |
could ever do what you have done for us.
Thank you for guiding me every day so I 1
won't be tempted by the evil one. Please
forgive me for all the wrong things T've {1
done. I have lied and never put you first in =
my life. Please, please forgive me. U

In Jesus' hame, Amen.

K KOK K K K

Dear Heavenly Father,

You are holy. May your gospel
spread all over the world. We depend on
you for everything we need. May you for-
give us our debts. May you lead us away
from Satan. Your kingdom is powerful and
may your gospel go forth. Amen.

ROk Kk K

Dear Holy God,

You are a wonderful king. I have so
many things to thank you for. Please help
me forgive me foes. Please give us shields
of faith so that we can fight Satan. You
are powerful, smartened loving.

Inyour Son's name, Amen.

K KOk K K K

Hello Holy Father,
Thank you for allowing me o have
eternal life. Thanks for dying on the cross
for my sins. Even though I have done hor-
rible things you still love me. Amen.
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